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Boise/Ada County Homeless Coalition Minutes 

January 21, 2026 

 

The meeting was conducted by President Kelli Parker. 

 

Also in Attendance: 

Barbara Simmons 

Stacy Lawrence 

Lila Fetherolf 

Kristen Donovan (CATCH) 

Jim Blachman 

Jim Grunow 

Denise Caruzzi 

Erin Massee (BSU Service Learning) 

Pam Roemer 

Tony Torres 

Cay Marquart 

Linda Beebe 

Wayne Rancourt 

Beatriz Guevar (Hays House) 

Ella Dodge (Hays House) 

Barbara (St. Stephens) 

Summer Diser 

Thomas Dominick 

Neysa Jensen 

Vivian Parrish 

Jessica Aston 

Gary Hanes 

Rhianna 

Connor O’Hora 

Megan Dayton (FOCAI Head Start) 

Carol Craighill 

Elizabeth Gasparini 

 

The November 12, 2025 minutes were unanimously approved.  As of Dec. 21, 2025, there was $3,673.83 

in the treasury.  It was unanimously approved. There was no meeting in December. 

Kelli went over some of the many highlights of our work in 2025.  There were 579 hours of coalition 

work—48 hours of invested public meetings—57 hours in committee meetings—864 hours in related 

community service. 

The following Leadership Team members for 2026 were voted on and unanimously approved:  

• Stacy Lawrence, President 

• Kelli Parker, Immediate Past President 

• Neysa Jensen, Secretary/Treasurer 

• Denise Caruzzi, Director of Outreach 

• Lila Fetherolf, Education & Advocacy Chair 

Stacy L. (Salvation Army) said a new procedure called client choice has been implemented.  Instead of 

people picking up standard groceries, they can choose what they need. Stacy also shared an inspiring 

lived experience story about a mother who faced multiple challenges, including the loss of a child, on her 

journey to self-sufficiency. 

Stacy asked the members for suggestions for possible presentations at future coalition meetings.   

Richard M. told us about Hope Factory in Seattle where volunteers are building tiny homes in community 

villages. 

Committee Reports 

Education and Advocacy: Denise reported on several upcoming bills which we need to pay attention to.  
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She emphasized that everything is in flux, so we have to pay attention on a daily basis. 

Book Discussion Group: Jim G. reported that they are finishing the book, There is No Place for Us: 

Working and Homeless in America. He will announce the title of a new book next month. 

Round Table Discussion 

Thomas D. urged us to contact our representatives to vote for “Vote for the Poor” bill. Lila said there's 

more information on our website. 

Wayne R. asked if there have been any community assessments.  Is there a list (for instance) of the top 

five issues? Lila said to go to our website and click on education.  Much of that information is on there; 

however, we don't have a list of the top five. Wayne will send Lila some suggestions as to what the 

document should look like. 

Beatriz G. said that anyone can get a tour of Hays House. The National Alliance to End Homelessness 

will have a meeting on a proposed project to build a detention center in Utah for homeless people.  The 

meeting is Jan. 29 at 2:30. 

Pam R. reported on a project which will provide apartments for 99 single homeless men. This project is 

sponsored by Church of the Brethren. The Boise City Council has paused the plan, so they can review it 

more extensively.   

Jessica A. (Furnishing Hope) said that they had moved some families from Interfaith into permanent 

housing.  Neysa says that more room is necessary to store all of the donated furniture.  They need about 

1,000 more square feet.   

Jim B. reported that the Point in Time Count has started and that volunteers have already been trained. 

A special thank you to outgoing President Kelli for the amazing job she performed and to Stacy Lawrence 

for accepting the position as new President. 

The meeting was adjoined at 1:42 pm by President Stacy Lawrence. 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, February 11, at 12:30. 

Notes taken by Cay Marquart 

Secretary/Treasurer: Neysa Jensen 


