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Meeting Minutes – 4/8/26 

Boise/Ada County Homeless Coalition Minutes 

April 8, 2026 

 

The meeting was conducted by Kelli Parker in the absence of President Stacy Lawrence. 

 

Attendance: 

 

• Beatriz Guevara 

• Cara Cain 

• Casey Mcgee 

• Cay Marquart 

• Chloe Kennedy 

• Denise Caruzzi 

• Jennie Buley 

• Jessica Aston 

• Jim Grunow 

• Kelli Parker 

• Lila Fetherolf 

• Neysa Jensen 

• Rhianna 

• Rowan 

• Wayne Rancourt 

 

• Speaker:  Spencer Nair, Director of Outreach, WCA 

 

The March 11, 2026 Minutes were presented and unanimously approved. 

 

Presentation: 

 

Spencer Nair 

Outreach Coordinator for the WCA (Women's and Children's Alliance) 

 

The organization was founded in Idaho in 1920 by nine women who recognized the harmful 

effects of domestic abuse. It originally started as the YWCA. In 2020, it transitioned to the WCA 

to encourage diversity. 

 

Safety—provides two shelters and a 24/7 hot line (208-343-7025) 

 

Healing—provides counseling services and support groups 

 

Freedom—provides case management and life skills 

 

WCA also partners with many other organizations and agencies to provide additional help. 

 

One in three women, one in four men, and one in four children have experienced some form of 

abuse.   It is a very serious problem nationwide and particularly here in Idaho. 

 

Neysa asked how long the waiting list is. Spencer said it depended on the severity of the 

situation. If the situation is life threatening, help will be immediately provided. If the situation is 

not as dangerous, it might take two to three months to get help. It usually takes an average of 

seven attempts for an abused person to finally leave.  It seems to go in a cycle.  There are all 

kinds of abuse—not just physical.  The number one reason for staying in an abusive relationship 

in Idaho is financial. The abused victim cannot afford to leave.   
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Roundtable Discussion 

 

LEAP Housing: Cay reported on the LEAP's free statewide training initiative designed to help 

Idaho communities understand and take action on workhouse challenges.  One can attend online 

or in person sessions. If interested, go to LEAP's website for more information. 

 

Corpus Commons: Rowan was asked if Interfaith's move to State Street had affected the number 

of people coming to Corpus.  Rowan said the numbers are still just as high. She also said that the 

new owners of the Interfaith property and the Phoenix have completely fenced off this property 

and anyone entering that property will be arrested and fined. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Education and Advocacy: Denise gave a review of several of the new laws passed in this recent 

legislative session.  SNAP and Medicaid regulations have been tightened to the extent that many 

will be unable to meet the requirements. 

 

Another bill concerns teachers, counselors, and healthcare professionals who will be required to 

contact the parents if they know or suspect their children of a sexual orientation other than the 

gender on their birth certificate (or face charge and fines). Another signed bill requires all people 

to go into bathrooms according to their birth certificate gender or be arrested and charged. Neysa 

said that she knows of two families who are leaving the state as a result of these bills. 

 

Lila said that April is Volunteer Appreciation month and thanked us all for volunteering. 

 

Book Discussion Group 

 

Jim commented on the recently passed law that addresses the pride flag at city hall.  He said this 

follows the philosophy of Christian Nationalism which is the theme of the book they're reading 

titled Bring Back Your People.   

 

The meeting adjourned at 1:33 by Kelli Parker. The next general meeting will be May 13, 2026, 

at 1:30. 

 

Notes taken by Cay Marquart 

 

Secretary/Treasurer: Neysa Jensen 

 

 

 

 


