Boise/Ada County Homeless Coalition

Membership Meeting Minutes — May 13, 2026

The meeting was conducted by Stacy Lawrence, President

Attendees:
e Lila Fetherolf e Denise Caruzzi e Casey McGree
e Stephanie e Peg Richards e Jennie Buley
Hamilton-Rubio e Jessica Aston e Pam Roemer
¢ Jim Grunow e Kelsey Cooper e Jim Blachman
e Neysa Jensen e Ysabel Nash
¢ Elizabeth Gasparini e Connor O’Hora

Stacy made a motion to approve the April minutes. Denise seconded the motion. The motion
passed unanimously.

Speaker: Stephanie Hamilton-Rubio, Community Outreach Specialist, The Bridge Youth and
Family Resource Center

The Bridge provides free, voluntary case management for youth and families
Opened 3/23; part of national assessment centers

No residency restrictions

Prevents entry into foster care & juvenile justice systems

Youth on probation or experiencing active mental health crisis are ineligible
Services include referrals, screening & assessment, connections, follow-up
Clients are welcome to return for more services

Schools and law enforcement are top referral sources

Funded by Ada County

Recently hired coordinator who will track homeless status of clients

Committee Reports:

Book Discussion Group: next book is Dignity: Seeking Respect in Back Row America by
Chris Arnade; 3 sessions 6/17, 7/1 & 7/22. Contact Jim Grunow to join.

Update and reprint of Pocket Resource Guide: Denise asked members to approve $475
for graphics, printing and folding. Jim moved to approve; Lila seconded; motion passed.
Members commented on their use of the guide. Lila added that 3 organizations have
requested new copies.

Denise asked the attendees to share some of the community’s accomplishments in chat so
we can emphasize the good work being done. Responses included rallying around
Interfaith Sanctuary’s efforts to relocate, expand and furnish their shelter, and getting the
word out about legislative issues.

Denise provided an update on SNAP changes.
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Roundtable Discussion:

e Neysa reported that The Housing Co. (nonprofit arm of Idaho Housing & Finance) is
considering a new project, Juniper Springs, to be built on Bogus Basin Rd. Forty-five
units will be restricted to 60% AMI. A donation of land makes this pencil out. However,
some neighbors are expressing concerns.

e Jim shared that a new organization, Interfaith Justice Idaho, will be addressing housing
issues.

e Jim shared that Red Rock Christian Church on the Bench is working with
NeighborWorks to create 34 units on church owned property.

e Peg shared that Intermountain Fair Housing Council (IFHC) received funding for one
year, making it possible to provide free trainings again. A training will be held with Our
Path Home (OPH) June 17"; register through OPH. Also, IFHC is looking for testers
(secret shoppers).

e Jim shared that he is a new volunteer at Corpus Commons and that they need more
volunteers to work 2-hour shifts.

e Connor shared that changes are coming to CATCH that he will explain at a future
coalition meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:32 pm.

Notes taken by Lila Fetherolf
Neysa Jensen, Secretary/Treasurer
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